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11th June 2026 
 

ANNOUNCEMENT OF THE 2026/27 INSTITUTIONAL STUDENT REPRESENTATIVE COUNCIL 
(ISRC), CAMPUS STUDENT REPRESENTATIVE COUNCIL (CSRC), AND FACULTY STUDENT 

COUNCIL (FSC) ELECTIONS 

 

Dear Students, 

This notice serves to inform you of the upcoming 2026/27 Institutional Student Representative 

Council (ISRC), Campus Student Representative Council (CSRC), and Faculty Student Council 

(FSC) elections. These elections will facilitate the democratic election of student representatives in 

accordance with the Institutional Student Representative Council Constitution (2024). 

In compliance with the provisions of Annexure B of the ISRC Constitution, the Electoral Logistics 

Committee (ELC) has been duly constituted and will provide oversight and support to ensure the 

effective administration of the electoral process. Furthermore, an Independent Appeals Panel has 

been established to adjudicate any electoral disputes and appeals that may arise during the 

election period, thereby safeguarding the integrity, fairness, and credibility of the elections. 

In accordance with the ISRC Constitution and the University’s Procurement Policies, KDBS 

Consulting (Pty) Ltd has been re-appointed as the Chief Electoral Administrator (CEA) responsible 

for administering the elections electronically. Further communication will be issued directly by 

KDBS Consulting (Pty) Ltd regarding nomination procedures, campaign guidelines, election rules, 

voting arrangements, and other election-related matters following the University recess. 

Below is the approved election schedule, the duly constituted Electoral Logistics Committee, and 

the Independent Appeals Panel established for the 2026/27 elections. 
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2026/27 Approved ISRC, CSRC, and FSC Election Schedule 

Election Activity Start Date End Date 

1.  NOMINATION PHASE 

1.1   Pre-Election Briefing Sessions Wed. 15 Jul. ’26 Thu. 16 Jul. ’26 

1.2   Candidate Nomination Submission Window Open Fri. 24 Jul. ’26 Fri. 24 Jul. ’26 

1.3   Candidate Nomination Submission Window Close Wed. 29 Jul. ’26 Wed. 29 Jul. ’26 

1.4   Vetting of Candidate Eligibility Fri. 31 Jul. ’26 Mon. 3 Aug. ’26 

1.5   Provisional Candidate List Published Mon. 3 Aug. ’26 Mon. 3 Aug. ’26 

1.6   Nomination Objections Open Mon. 3 Aug. ’26 Mon. 3 Aug. ’26 

1.7   Nomination Objections Close Tue. 4 Aug. ’26 Tue. 4 Aug. ’26 

1.8   Nomination Objections Adjudicated Wed. 5 Aug. ’26 Thu. 6 Aug. ’26 

1.9   Appeals Open Thu. 6 Aug. ’26 Fri. 7 Aug. ’26 

1.10 Appeals Adjudicated Fri. 7 Aug. ’26 Mon. 10 Aug. ’26 

1.11 Final Candidate List Published Tue. 11 Aug. ’26 Tue. 11 Aug. ’26 

2.  PRE-VOTING PHASE 

2.1   Campaigning Commences Wed. 12 Aug. ’26 Wed. 12 Aug. ’26 

2.2   Manifesto Launches (Bloemfontein and South 
Campuses) Wed. 12 Aug. ’26 Wed. 12 Aug. ’26 

2.3   Manifesto Launches (Qwaqwa Campus) Thu. 13 Aug. ’26 Thu. 13 Aug. ’26 

2.4   Campaigning Closes Sun. 16 Aug. ’26 Sun. 16 Aug. ’26 
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Election Activity Start Date End Date 

3.  VOTING PHASE 

3.1   Voting Period (08:00 on 17 Aug. ’26–21:00 on 19 Aug 
’26) Mon. 17 Aug. ’26 Wed. 19 Aug. ’26 

3.2   Preliminary Results Published Wed. 19 Aug. ’26 Wed. 19 Aug. ’26 

3.3   Result Objections Open Wed. 19 Aug. ’26 Wed. 19 Aug. ’26 

3.4   Result Objections Close Thu. 20 Aug. ’26 Thu. 20 Aug. ’26 

3.5   Voting Objections Adjudicated Thu. 20 Aug. ’26 Fri. 21 Aug. ’26 

3.6   Appeals Open Fri. 21 Aug. ’26 Fri. 21 Aug. ’26 

3.7   Appeals Adjudicated Fri. 21 Aug. ’26 Mon. 24 Aug. ’26 

3.8   CEA Declaration of Final Election Results Tue. 25 Aug. ’26 Tue. 25 Aug. ’26 

4.  INAUGURATIONS 

4.1   South Campus Inauguration Thu. 27 Aug. ’26 Thu. 27 Aug. ’26 

4.2   Bloemfontein Campus Inauguration Thu. 27 Aug. ’26 Thu. 27 Aug. ’26 

4.3   Qwaqwa Campus Inauguration Fri. 28. Aug ’26 Fri. 28 Aug. ’26 

5.  ISRC ELECTIONS 

5.1   ISRC Campaign Period Fri. 28 Aug. ’26 Fri. 4 Sep. ’26 

5.2   ISRC Elections (all campuses) Mon. 7 Sep. ’26 Mon. 7 Sep. ’26 
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2026/27 Electoral Logistics Committee 

Title, names, and surnames Role Department  
 

Prof Sethulego Matebesi 

 

Chairperson 

 

Acting Vice-Dean: Research, 

innovation and Postgraduate 

Studies – The Humanities 

 

Thobile Thomas 

 

Chief Electoral 

Administrator 

Chief Executive Officer 

KDBS Election Management 

Services 

Dzulani Munzhelele Deputy Chairperson Student Governance Office 

Lindiwe Mphatsoe Secretary Student Academic Services 

Dulcie Malimabe Deputy Secretary Student Governance Office 

Lunga Luthuli Communications  Department of 

Communication and 

Marketing 

Kamogelo Dithebe Member Student Governance Office 

Thabo Duma Member Student Governance Office  

Gontse Choane Member Student Governance Office 

Masabata Borotho Member Student Governance Office 

Setjhaba Tolo Member Student Governance Office 
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2026/27 Independent Appeals Panel  
 

Dr Temba Hlasho - Chairperson 
Dr Temba Hlasho currently serves as the Executive Director: Student Affairs, Sport, 

Arts and Culture – a position he has held since July 2021. He is a seasoned higher 

education leader with more than 25 years of experience in student affairs, student 

development, residence management, and institutional governance. His leadership 

journey includes serving as Dean of Students at the University of Zululand, Director of 

Student Affairs on the University of the Free State Qwaqwa Campus, Head of 

Residences at the Cape Peninsula University of Technology, and Director of Student 

Residences at the Vaal University of Technology.  

 

Throughout his career, he has championed student success, holistic student 

development, and the creation of enabling environments for learning, leadership, and 

student success.  

 

He brings extensive expertise in governance, institutional decision-making, student 

support systems, and higher education administration. His deep understanding of 

university policies, student development frameworks, and fair administrative 

processes positions him to provide strategic leadership and balanced oversight of the 

panel's deliberations.  

 

Khanya Motshabi - Member 
Khanya B Motshabi is a Senior Lecturer in Public Law and an 

internationally recognised constitutional and international law scholar. He has taught 

at the North-West University, the University of the Witwatersrand, and the University 

of Cape Town, and has held prestigious academic appointments and fellowships at 

institutions including Columbia University in New York, University College London, 

and Southern Methodist University in Texas. He is a Fulbright scholar and has 

been recognised among South Africa's outstanding young leaders.  
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Beyond academia, Khanya has served as a legal adviser, senior executive, board 

director, and governance specialist for more than two decades. His scholarship spans 

constitutional law, socio-economic rights, international law, environmental law, 

transformation, and higher education.  

 

Khanya brings exceptional expertise in constitutional and administrative justice, legal 

interpretation, governance, and human rights. His extensive experience in both legal 

practice and academia enable him to provide rigorous, impartial analysis of complex 

matters, ensuring that the panel's decisions are legally sound, procedurally fair, and 

aligned with the principles of justice and accountability.  

 

Advocate Nomonde Ngwenya – Member 
Advocate Nomonde Ngwenya is a legal professional with extensive experience in 

compliance, governance, contracts management, and regulatory oversight within the 

higher education sector. She currently serves as the POPIA Officer within Legal 

Services and Compliance at the University of the Free State, where she provides 

guidance on legal compliance, data protection, risk management, and institutional 

governance.  

 

In January 2021, she became one of the youngest members of the Free State Bar 

after being admitted as an Advocate of the High Court of South Africa. Her legal 

career spans both legal practice and institutional governance, having served as 

Contracts and Compliance Officer at CUT Innovation Services (Pty) Ltd – 

the commercialisation and innovation arm of the Central University of Technology. 

She also practised as Pupil Advocate and later as Advocate under the Northern Cape 

Society of Advocates, gaining valuable experience in legal research, advocacy, 

dispute resolution, and the application of legal principles to complex matters. 

 

Advocate Ngwenya brings a strong combination of legal expertise, compliance 

oversight, and institutional governance experience. Her background in regulatory 
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compliance, contract management, administrative processes, and risk mitigation 

equips her to assess matters with precision, objectivity, and procedural fairness. She 

contributes a contemporary legal perspective to the panel, ensuring that decisions are 

informed by sound governance principles, legal compliance requirements, and the 

principles of justice. 

 

Zanele Hlophe - Member 
Zanele Hlophe currently serves as Senior Officer in the Centre for Teaching and 

Learning, where she contributes to initiatives aimed at enhancing student success, 

and academic development. She is an experienced student affairs practitioner and 

development specialist with a strong background in student governance, leadership 

development, and institutional engagement within higher education. 

 

Prior to her current role, she served in the Department of Student Governance and 

Leadership Development at the University of KwaZulu-Natal (UKZN), where she 

played a key role in supporting student leadership structures, strengthening 

relationships between university management and student representatives, and 

implementing leadership development programmes. Her experience includes 

coordinating SRC activities, supporting student organisations, facilitating stakeholder 

engagement, contributing to policy development, and overseeing student electoral 

processes. She has also served on SRC electoral committees at several institutions, 

including the University of Zululand and the University of the Free State. 

 

Zanele brings extensive expertise in student governance, leadership development, 

student support, and stakeholder engagement. Her experience across both student 

affairs and academic development environments enables her to provide a well-

rounded perspective that balances institutional governance requirements with student 

success considerations. She contributes valuable insight into student leadership, 

representation, and development, ensuring fair, informed, and student-

centred decision-making. 
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The University remains committed to ensuring that the elections are conducted in a manner that is 

free, fair, transparent, and accessible to all eligible students.  

We therefore encourage all eligible students to participate actively, whether as candidates, 

campaigners, or voters.  

Your participation is essential to strengthen democratic student governance and ensure that 

student leadership structures remain representative, accountable, and responsive to the needs of 

the student community. 

The University wishes all prospective candidates and voters well and encourages all students to 

participate responsibly and constructively in this important democratic process. 

 
Yours sincerely 
 
 
 
 
_____________________________ 
Dr Temba Hlasho 
Executive Director: Student Affairs, Sport, Arts and Culture 

11-06-2026
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